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History and Background

of

Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth

Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth (KRISPY) was established in early 2002 under the name of “Thiếu Nhi Vui (Happy Youths)” in the basement of St. Patrick Church by the Vietnamese Catholic Community.  “Thiếu Nhi Vui” consisted of about 20 youths, mostly middle school and early high school students.  The initial intention for its creation was for the Vietnamese youths to gather for an hour every Saturday to interact and play organized group games.  Eventually, recognized by the adults of the Vietnamese Catholic Community, “Thiếu Nhi Vui” was called on to lead by hosting their first event, Tết (Vietnamese New Year) in 2003.  From then on, “Thiếu Nhi Vui” was allowed to host the first of many annual events, including Tết, Picnic, and Camping. 


In summer 2004, the members all grew older, with the majority in high school, “Thiếu Nhi Vui” took on a more independent and liberal direction.  With the election of the first Cabinet, the youth group was able to lead itself.  The name of “Thiếu Nhi Vui” was changed to Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth, or KRISPY, to better identify its goals.  KRISPY began to make efforts to extend its membership outside of the Vietnamese Catholic Community to youths of other ethnic and religious backgrounds.  In 2005, the election of a second Cabinet ensured KRISPY’s ability to empower the youth within the community of Lowell.  KRISPY has been recognized for its uniqueness and influence by many other groups and organizations, including the Archdiocese of Boston, the Catholic Leadership Institute, and Tiếng Xanh Voices of Boston.  Today, KRISPY continues to find ways to further benefit the communities of St. Patrick’s Church, Lowell, and, in the near future, Boston.

Mission and Objectives

of

Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth
· The first and foremost main objective of KRISPY is to retain the cultural and ethnic roots within the youths – a second generation living in a dominant American society.  It is important that the youths recognize their freedoms in the United States, but also equally important that youths recognize their origins while developing their character. 

· KRISPY was also created to provide leadership training through teamwork for youths, mainly revolving around the famous notion of leading by serving.  

· In addition to training, KRISPY also fosters opportunities for youths to practice their attained leadership skills, a problem that many members have recognized as the main reason why other youth groups have failed.

· To compliment the leadership training, KRISPY also allows youth to better refine their communication skills, writing skills, website skills, and various other skills not learned through regular class room settings in school.

· Lastly, KRISPY was also created to attract future youths in mind, so that the youths in the community will always have an opportunity to let their voices be heard.



Infrastructure and Organization

of

Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth

KRISPY’s ruling body is called the Cabinet.  All elected members are elected on the day of the Picnic Event (Memorial Day) and serve a term of one year.  The Cabinet consists of:

· President – (Presidential candidate with the highest number of votes) The role of the President is to determine in advance the events to host and the activities that KRISPY will engage in.  He/She is usually the representative for KRISPY in collaboration projects with other organizations.  He/She also has the power to call meetings, emergency meetings, online meetings, and make final decisions on issues of importance.  

· Current President: Phi Le

· Past President(s): Theresa Phamduy

· Vice President – (Presidential candidate with the second highest number of votes) The role of the Vice President is to assist the President in making his/her decisions for the future of KRISPY.  He/She stands in for the President when the President cannot make it to the meetings.

· Current Vice President: Dung Nguyen

· Past Vice President(s): Phillip Le

· Secretary – (Secretarial candidate with the highest number of votes) The role of the Secretary is to keep track of both confidential and public information for KRISPY.   He/She helps in maintaining the mutual relations between the Cabinet and the member of KRISPY.  In addition, he/she is in charge of updating the KRISPY website at www.stpatricklowell.org, Youth Activities section. 

· Current Secretary: Luybang Trinh

· Past Secretary: Phi Le

· Treasurer – (Treasurer candidate with the highest number of votes) The role of the Treasurer is to document the financial activities of KRISPY.  He/She reimburses purchases, deposit sponsorships, and advises the President on the feasibility of financing any event or activity.  He/She also keeps track of sponsors who need to be recognized for their support for KRISPY.

· Current Treasurer: Chau Nguyen

· Past Treasurer(s): (none)

In addition to the Cabinet, KRISPY has also extended its leadership to others by having committee chairs for large activities and events.  These members are not elected, but are asked to volunteer.  They include:

· Website Chair: Paul Phamduy

· Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Kimberly Nguyen

· Ping Pong Chair: Timothy Phamduy

· Tết-At-Lowell Representative: Theresa Phamduy

Events and Activities

of

Keeping Roots In Saint Patrick’s Youth

Events are hosted annually and they include:

· Tết – Vietnamese New Year 

· Picnic – a day event held on Memorial Day to build the spirit of the youth

· Camping – a summer weekend camping trip filled with team games, spiritual building, and Saturday mass

Activities are done continuously throughout the year and they include:

· Ping Pong Club  

· Newsletter

· Website

· Birthdays

· Other services KRISPY has done in the past include:

· Tết Trung Thu (August Moon Festival)

· Church clean up, set up

· St. Patrick Brunch

· Christmas

· Visiting Lâm Tì Ni (a Buddhist temple)

· Saint Valentine’s Day Dance
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